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   God called Abraham when he lived in the land of the Ur of the Chaldees [Kuwait] where the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers flow into the Persian Gulf.  God said to Abraham, “You go to a land that I will show unto you, and I will make of you a great nation and I will make your name great.”  So Abraham left the land of the Ur of the Chaldees, went up the Fertile Crescent, stopped off at Haran, and then went south into the Promised Land.

   When Abraham arrived there, he had a problem.  He had no children.  Sarah, his wife said, “You take Hagar, my Egyptian handmaid, and have a son by her.”  Hagar bore him a son whose name was Ishmael.  But Ishmael was not the son God had promised to Abraham.  Some years later, Sarah bore a son to Abraham whose name was Isaac.  Isaac was the son God had promised to him.
   Isaac had twin boys, Esau and Jacob.  Esau was not the son of promise, but Jacob was the son of promise.

   Jacob had twelve sons.  The second from the youngest was Joseph, who was sold by his brothers and taken into bondage in Egypt.  Some years later, because of a famine in the land, Joseph, now second in command in Egypt, brought Jacob, his father, and his entire household to Egypt to dwell.

   After 400 years, God called an Israelite by the name of Moses and said, “Moses, go tell old Pharaoh to, ‘Let my people go.’”

Moses performed miracles in Egypt that we call the 10 plagues.  Then the children of Israel followed Moses through the Red Sea to Mt. Sinai, where God gave them the Ten Commandments.

   Moses then led them to a place called Kadesh Barnea where twelve men were sent into the land of Palestine to spy out the land.  When the spies come back they said, “It is a land as God said it would be.  It’s a land flowing with milk and honey.”  Two of the spies said, “We can take the land.”  Ten said, “No we can’t.”  So they had a congregational meeting, to determine whether or not to posses the land.  The people voted, and said, “No, we won’t go.”  God said, “Because you voted no, all those twenty years old and upward will die in the wilderness.”

   So, for nearly forty years they wandered in the wilderness until all those twenty years old and older died in the wilderness.  Then Moses led them to Mt. Pisgah where he also died.

   Joshua was then appointed by God to lead the people of Israel across the Jordan River into the land of Palestine, where he divided the land among the twelve tribes.

   After this, the nation of Israel went through a period of seven social, spiritual, and economic ups-and-downs.  This period of time is known as the Judges.

   Then the children of Israel said, “We don’t want any more judges.  We want a King like the nations around us.”  There were three kings that ruled over all Israel.  The first one was Saul, the second David, and the third one was Solomon.  Because of the sin of Solomon, the kingdom was divided.  There were ten tribes in the north known as “Israel.”  Their capital was Samaria.  Two tribes were in the south.  They were known as Judah.  Their capital was at Jerusalem.

   In the year 722 B.C., Shalmaneser, the King of Assyria, took the ten tribes of the north into captivity.  They were dispersed among the provinces of Assyria and never heard from again.

   In 606 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar came from Babylon and took the two tribes from the south into captivity.  They were there for seventy years.  After this period of time, Ezra and Nehemiah led about 50,000 of the children of Israel back to Jerusalem.  Here they rebuilt the city walls, their houses, and the temple.

   And that is the chronological end of the Old Testament.

The New Testament
   For the next 400 years there were no messages from God to the prophets and the people.  But that silence was broken when the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a Jewish priest named Zacharias.  He was told that his wife would bear the “forerunner of the Messiah.”  His name was to be called John.

   Six months later Gabriel was sent to the virgin Mary to tell her that she was to be the mother of the Messiah.  She was told that God would implant His seed in her and that this One would be the Son of God.
   The New Testament record begins with four separate accounts of the life of Christ.  Matthew presents Jesus Christ as the rightful heir to the throne of King David.  Mark presents Him as the Servant of the Lord.  Dr. Luke presents Him as the Perfect Man.  And John presents Him as the Son Of God.

   The Book of Acts tells us about the formation of the church and the transition from the Law of Moses to a new way of living under grace principles for Christians.

   The next 21 books and letters were written by the Apostles Paul, Peter, John, and by the two half brothers of Jesus, James, and Jude to give instructions on how Christians should live.

   The Book of Revelation tells us about the future of the church, the nation of Israel, the Antichrist, the devil, demons, and the fate of unbelievers.  It concludes with the creation of a new heavens and earth.

*Adapted from Dr. John White’s “The Panorama Of The Old Testament.”  Used by permission.
Important Note

   Merely knowing these facts won’t get you to heaven.  We must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved.  Acts 16:31  

   Believe that He died for your sins, was buried, and rose again bodily the third day, and was seen by over 500 witnesses before ascending back to heaven with a promise to return for His own.  

1 Corinthians 15:3-8; John 14:1-3
